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LIFE INSURANCE BENEFIT PAYMENTS BY REGIONS, 1956 
(000 Omitted) 








LIVING BENEFITS 


TOTAL DEATH Matured Annuity Disability Surrender Policy TOTAL LIVING TOTAL 
BENEFITS Endowments Payments Payments Values Dividends BENEFITS BENEFITS 





New England 178,505 $ 65,442 $ 41,502 $ 7,065 $ 81,016 $ 94,980 $ 290,005 $ 468,510 
Middle Atlantic 687,085 210,398 144,798 34,192 298.396 360,480 1,048,264 1,735,349 
East North Central ... 549,628 136,504 106,835 20,035 196,595 283,343 743,312 1,292.940 
West North Central .. 176,025 44,755 39,398 7,566 71,884 96,941 260,544 436,569 
South Atlantic 290,904 65,365 51,050 16,864 - 114,915 109,883 358,077 648,981 
East South Central ... 104,826 16,850 14,139 5,315 49,724 39,677 116,705 221,531 
West South Central ... 148,520 30,485 40,191 6,314 67,300 51,373 195,663 344,183 
Mountain 59,126 15,992 11,538 2,830 26,781 30,355 87,496 146,622 
Pacific 224,373 67,299 61,357 11,650 105,386 113,485 359,177 583,550 


Total U. S....... $2,418,992 $653,090 $510,808 $111,831 $1,002,997 $1,180,517 $3,459,243 $5,878,235 





NEW ENGLAND: Me., N. H., Vt., Mass., R. I., Conn.; MIDDLE ATLANTIC: N. Y.. N. J.. Pa.; EAST NORTH CENTRAL: Ohio, Ind., TIL. 
Mich., Wis.; WEST NORTH CENTRAL: Minn., lowa, Mo., N. D., S. D., Neb., Kan.; SOUTH ATLANTIC: Del., Md.. D. C., Va.. W. Va., 
N. C., S. C., Ga., Fla.; EAST SOUTH CENTRAL: Ky., Tenn., Ala.. Miss.; WEST SOUTH CENTRAL: Ark., La., Okla., Tex.; MOUNTAIN: 


Mont., Idaho, Wyo., Colo., N. Mex., Ariz., Utah, Nev.; PACIFIC: Wash., Ore., Calif. 


Payments to life insurance policyholders and bene- 
ficiaries in the United States from their life insurance 
companies during 1956 amounted to $5,878,235,000. 
Of this total, $2,418,992,000, or 41%, were in death 
benefits, and $3,459,243,000, or 59%, were in living 
benefits. The ratio of living benefits to total benefits 
varied, regionally, from a low of 53% in the East South 
Central states to 62% in the New England and Pacific 
regions. 

The 1956 total living benefit payments, which include 
matured endowments, annuity payments, disability pay- 
ments, surrender values, and policy dividends, exceeded 
the preceding year’s figure by $317,232,000. The 
Middle Atlantic and the East North Central regions 
together accounted for almost half of this gain. The 
1956 living benefit payments in these regions increased 
9% and 10%, respectively, over the previous year. The 
region showing the greatest rate of growth during 1956, 
however, was the West South Central region which in- 
creased 14%, compared to a countrywide increase of 
10% over the 1955 living benefit figure. 


For the country as a whole, policy dividends repre- 
sented the largest single type of living benefit payment 
in 1956, accounting for 34% of total living benefits. 
Surrender value payments were the next largest, making 
up 29% of the total. The percentages for these two 
items in 1955 were the same. 

Policy dividends paid during 1956 ranged from 26% 
of total living benefits in the West South Central region, 
to 38% in the East North Central states. The range for 
surrender values was from 26% of total living benefits 
in the East North Central area to 35°; in the East South 
Central. Matured endowments, the third hjghest living 
benefit category, ranged from 14% in the East South 
Central states to 23% in New England, and annuity 
payments ranged from 12% in the East South Central 
region to 21% in the West South Central states. 

On an individual state basis, New York led the 
country in amount of living benefits, with nearly 
$600,000,000 paid to families during 1956. Pennsyl- 
vania was second, followed by California, Illinois, and 


Ohio. 





LIFE INSURANCE BENEFIT PAYMENTS TO LIVING POLICYHOLDERS 
IN THE UNITED STATES — 1956 





STATE 


Matured 
Endowments 


Annuity 


Payments 


Disability 
Payments 


Surrender 
Values 


Policy 
Dividends 


TOTAL 





Alabama 
Arizona 
Arkansas 
California 
Colorado 


$ 4,510,000 


2,669,000 
1,950,000 
51,014,000 
3,703,000 


$ 1,384,000 
834,000 
737,000 

9,463,000 
825,000 


11,917,000 
4,676,000 
4,430,000 

84,439,000 
8,694,000 


$ 9,873,000 
4,455,000 
4,365,000 

89,303,000 
10,291,000 


32,166,000 
14,796,000 
13,643,000 
286,379,000 
29,512,000 





Connecticut 
Delaware 


District of Columbia 


Florida 
Georgia 


18,115,000 
1,997,000 
5,432,000 

13,398,000 
6,406,000 


10,452,000 
2,807,000 
3,241,000 

14,263,000 
4,157,000 


1,828,000 
261,000 
727,000 

4,429,000 

2,850,000 


19,661,000 
3,120,000 
6,741,000 

23,625,000 

16,512,000 


24,179,000 
3,702,000 
7,157,000 

18,908,000 

14,798,000 


74,235,000 
11,887,000 
23,298,000 
74,623,000 
44,723,000 





Illinois 
Indiana 


1,354,000 
39,786,000 
13,989,000 
7,721,000 
5,857,000 


820,000 
35,844,000 
12,007,000 
6,080,000 
4,319,000 


182,000 
6,024,000 
2,243,000 
1,357,000 

802,000 


2,324,000 
62,842,000 
22,657,000 
11,458,000 

9,842,000 


2,629,000 
94,005,000 
31,537,000 
18,992,000 
12,126,000 


7,309,000 
238,501,000 
82,433,000 
45,608,000 
32,946,000 





Kentucky 
Louisiana 
Maine 


Massachusetts 


5,276,000 
5,194,000 
4,520,000 
12,841,000 
31,504,000 


4,042,000 
6,467,000 
3,331,000 
7,554,000 
21,300,000 


1,175,000 
1,406,000 

445,000 
1,689,000 
3,482,000 


10,885,000 
10,831,000 

5,290,000 
17,130,000 
41,326,000 


11,846,000 
12,355,000 

6,741,000 
19,461,000 
48,074,000 


33,224,000 
36,253,000 
20,327,000 
58,675,000 
145,686,000 





Michigan 
Minnesota 
Mississippi 
Missouri 
Montana 


26,081.000 
11,574,000 
1,949,000 
13,465,000 
1,944,000 


19,961,000 
9,901,000 
1,547,000 
13,422,000 
1,098,000 


4,144,000 
2,242,000 
652,000 
2,230,000 
348,000 


36,425,000 
17,025,000 
4,199,000 
23,470,000 
2.310,000 


50,962,000 
21,977,000 
4,122,000 
30,613,000 
3,375,000 


137,573,000 
62,719,000 
12,469,000 
83,200,000 

9,075,000 





Nebraska 
Nevada 


New Hampshire 


New Jersey 
New Mexico 


3,921,000 
521,000 
3,622,000 
36,359,000 
1,206,000 


3,287,000 
325,000 
2,197,000 
26,663,000 
1,014,000 


559,000 
65,000 
387,000 
5,111,000 
192,000 


6,328,000 
1,052,000. 
4,367,000 
51,276,000 
2,612,000 


8,630,000 
1,069,000 
4,990,000 
64,774,000 
2,638,000 


22,725,000 
3,032,000 
15,563,000 
184,183,000 
7,662,000 





North Carolina 
North Dakota 
Ohio 

Oklahoma 


115,269,000 
7,543,000 
1,127,000 

42,657,000 
4,508,000 


80,586,000 
5,225,000 
1,153,000 

29,205,000 
5,067,000 


18.810.000 
2,235,000 
196,000 
5,688,000 
1,124,000 


163,458,000 
15,660,000 
1,814,000 
57,087,000 
9,836,000 


191,989,000 
13,939,000 
2,026,000 
76,778,000 
10,080,000 


570,112,000 
44,602,000 
6,316,000 
211,415,000 
30,615,000 





Oregon 
Pennsylvania 
Rhode Island 
South Carolina 
South Dakota 


5,961,000 
58,770,000 
4,844,000 
3,430,000 
1,090,000 


3,864,000 
37,549,000 
2,608,000 
2,752,000 
1,236,000 


763,000 
10,271,000 
643,000 
1,137,000 
180,000 





Vermont 
Virginia 


5,143,000 
18,622,000 
2,025,000 
2,837,000 
9,481,000 


4,040,000 
26,707,000 
1,271,000 
1,614,000 
6,710,000 


2,104,000 
3,047,000 
299,000 
280,000 
2,036,000 


8,053,000 
83,662,000 
7,831,000 
9,468,000 
1,947,000 


9,720,000 
103,717,000 
8,029,000 
5,916,000 
2,577,000 


28,361,000 
293,969,000 
23,955,000 
22,703,000 
7,030,000 





13,723,000 
42,203,000 
3,927,000 
2,541,000 
16,190,000 


13.836,000 
24,573,000 
4.282.000 
2,967,000 
16,372,000 


38,846,000 
115,152,000 
11,804,000 
10.239,000 
50,789,000 





Washington 
West Virginia 
Wisconsin 
Wyoming 


BORE: Bs. civ oc scores 


9,178,000 
4,837,000 


6,479,000 
4,341,000 
9,818,000 

638,000 


1,424,000 
1,500,000 
1,936,000 

85,000 





$510,808,000 


$111,831,000 


12,894,000 
6,469,000 
17,584,000 
1,186,000 


$1,002,997.000 


14,462,000 
9,630,000 
30,061,000 
1,616,000 


$1,180,517,000 


44,437,000 
26,777,000 
73,390,000 

___ 4,306,000 

$3,459,243,000 





» 








INVESTMENTS OF U. S. LIFE INSURANCE COMPANIES 
(000,000 Omitted) 





CHANGE IN 
ACQUIRED HELD HOLDINGS 





Type of Investment August August 8 Mos. . Aug.31 Aug.31 July-Aug. 
1957 1956 1957 1957 1956 1957 


Government US. $ 388 $ 410 $2,439 $ 7,268 $ 7,775 $ -38 
Canada 8 6 40 16 313 330 -l 
Other 1 — 7 37 34 -- 


State, Pro- USS. 18 22 185 2,333 2,207 +10 
vincial, Canada 5 15 67 773 712 +3 
Local Other — _ _ 4 5 — 


World Bank 10 152 144 


Railroad US. 71 3,842 3,853 
Foreign 1 46 46 


Public US. 567 14,375 13,902 
Utility Foreign 92 587 486 


Other US. 19,932 18,326 
Foreign 99 942 


TOTAL 50,604 


Railroad USS. 66 
Foreign aS 





























Public US. 936 
PREFERRED Utility Foreign = 
STOCKS 





Other U.S. 620 
Foreign 2 


TOTAL 


Railroad U.S. 
Foreign 


Public US. 
COMMON Utility Foreign 
_—— Other US. ° 
Foreign 
TOTAL 


Farm VA 
Other 


Non-Farm FHA 
MORTGAGES NHA* 


VA 
Other 
TOTAL 
Company Used 661 


Investment Residential 442 +1 
REAL Commercial 1,605 


ESTATE Other Pas = 6 7 — 
Non-Farm 7 14 ll = | 


TOTAL 199 3,032 2,726 +28 

POLICY LOANS 488 3,731 3,420 +28 
CASH XXX XXX 1,083 1,064 -30 
OTHER ASSETS XXX Xxx 3,359 3,250 +3 
TOTAL $1,443 $1,544 $11,027 $12,393 $99,374 $94,000 $ +369 





















































Totals for U. S. companies estimated on basis of reports from life insurance companies representing 96% of all assets. The amounts shown 
represent book values for all items except “Other Assets” and “Total.” The change in holdings for the month may sometimes be greater 
than acquisitions for a particular item due to rounding, write-ups and other adjustments. 


*“NHA” refers to mortgages held under the Canadian National Housing Act. During 1956, the 1956 figures for acquisitions and holdings 
in this category were included in FHA, and shown separately in a footnote. Prior to 1956, such mortgages were mainly included in the 
“Non-Farm Other” category. 





LIFE INSURANCE BENEFIT PAYMENTS IN THE UNITED STATES 
(000 Omitted) 





Type of Benefit Payment 


Aug. 
1957 


Aug. 
1956 


8 Mos. 
1957 


8 Mos. 
1956 





DEATH BENEFITS 
(Including Accidental 
Death Benefits) 


Ordinary 
Group 
Industrial 


$130,100 
67,700 
24,300 


$122,600 
59,000 
22,300 


$1,050,000 
536,000 
195,700 


$ 977,700 
450,500 
189,300 





TOTAL 


222,100 


203,900 


1,781,700 


1,617,500 





MATURED ENDOWMENTS 


Ordinary 
Group 
Industrial 


39,000 
500 
15,900 


36,000 
200 
13,300 


349,100 
3,100 
132,700 


323,800 
2,300 
103,400 





TOTAL 


55,400 


49,500 


484,900 


429,500 








DISABILITY PAYMENTS 
(Including Premiums 
Waived) 


Ordinary 
Group 
Industrial 


6,000 
2,900 
800 


6,100 
2,400 
800 


49,000 
22,200 
6,400 


50,300 
18,200 
6,600 





TOTAL 


9,700 


9,300 


77,600 


75,100 





ANNUITY PAYMENTS 


Group 
Individual 


18,900 
25,800 


15,600 
26,300 


149,500 
224,600 


129,500 
214,800 





TOTAL 


44,700 


41,900 


374,100 


344,300 





SURRENDER VALUES 


Ordinary 
Group 
Industrial 


81,500 
1,500 
22,700 


64,400 
1,000 
18,700 


644,800 
8,400 
182,200 


496,800 
6,700 
149,700 





TOTAL 


105,700 


84,100 


835,400 


653,200 








DIVIDENDS TO 
POLICYHOLDERS 


Ordinary 
Group 
Industrial 
Annuity 


66,600 
13,400 
3,700 
4,000 


60,300 
14,000 

3,300 
12,000 


593,200 
125,100 
69,500 
29,600 


541,900 
112,400 
66,700 
32,000 





TOTAL 


87,700 


89,600 


817,400 


753,000 





TOTAL LIFE BENEFIT PAYMENTS 


$525,300 


$478,300 


$4,371,100 


$3,872,600 





ACCIDENT & HEALTH 
BENEFITS 

(Paid by life insurance 
companies) 


Group 
Individual 
Dividends 


132,000 
37,300 
3,100 


115,300 
33,200 
5,200 


1,023,300 
291,700 
37,200 


859,900 
258,400 
41,000 





TOTAL 


$172,400 


$153,700 


$1,352,200 


$1,159,300 





Totals for U. S. estimated on basis of reports from life insurance companies representing nearly 95% of all payments. 





® 





